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At UMC Vet School (and other schools), they rank all candidates on a point system, accepting the top and reserving a pool of alternates.  (Note: any minimum requirement that is not met will disqualify the applicant)
Academic Formula: This is the criteria that UMC Vet school uses to evaluate potential candidates
Cumulative GPA [Min. 3.0=0, 4.0=20, (GPA-3.0) X 20]
20 pts.

Last three Semesters GPA (Not including Summer terms)
     [3.0=0, 4.0=10, (GPA-3.0)X 10]
10 pts.

Average Undergraduate Course Load [12=0, 18=6, (CL-12)]
6 pts.

GRE/MCAT [Min. MCAT: 15=0, 45=4 (MCAT/45*4); 
     GRE Gen: Min. 640=0, 1600=3, Min. Analytical 1.5=0, 6=1,

      Analytical/6=Score]
4 pts.
     Total

40 pts.

Nonacademic Areas  (They are looking for students with a science mind, strong communication skills and shows leadership skills)

Motivation and concept (understanding) of the veterinary profession


Animal/medical/biomedical research/public health Experience ()


Small-animal Experience with vet (competitive 100)


Large-animal Experience with vet (competitive 100)


Equine Experience with vet (competitive 100)


Other animal experience with vet (e.g. zoo and exotics)



Public Health (research/medical)


1300 hours animal experience is a goal (including classes, experience, etc)

Communication Skills (written and oral; have someone


     Grammar-check your application)


Leadership (HS and College)


Extracurricular Activities (including HS and College)

Work Experience while in school (documented)


Diversity, Life Experiences (what makes you different?)

Total
40 pts.

Overall Impression (Scored by Admissions Cmte., taking 


    into account academic and non-academic characteristics)

Total
20 pts.
Classes that are required

Composition or courses in communication skills
6 credit hours

College Algebra or more advanced
3 credit hours

Inorganic Chemistry
5 credit hours

Organic Chemistry (with lab)
5 credit hours

Biochemistry (requires organic chemistry prerequisite)
3 credit hours

Physics (comprehensive introductory course(s)
5 credit hours 

      Note: five hours in only the first of a companion series in 

           introductory physics will not suffice (Southeast 10 hrs. required)

Biological Sciences
10 credit hours

Social Sciences and/or Humanistic Studies
10 credit hours

Electives
10 credit hours

NOTES: 
· Only two prerequisite courses may be pending completion in the spring semester prior to matriculation

· No D’s are accepted for required courses.  They must be retaken

· No web/computer courses are accepted (this is from online universities, you can take online classes here)
· No pass/fail classes are accepted

· When they figure GPA with a retaken class, they average in both grades

Strategies for being a competitive applicant

It is not enough to have good grades to get into vet school, you have to be prepared in other ways as well.  The following are guidelines that will help you be more competitive:
1. Keep a professional journal of all activities that you do involving veterinary experience.  This journal can be a simple spiral notebook.  Anytime you do something write down, the veterinarian’s name, date, how many hours you spent with them, what was treated and how they treated it. We want you to learn something from all this.  You may count activities while you are in high school, as well as when you are in college.  Types of activities include:

a. Shadowing veterinarians.  Spending time with them watching what they do.  

b. Working at veterinary office.  If all you do, however, is clean cages and exercise animals, then you will not have much to report

c. Class experiences that you have that have to do with what a veterinarian does, or what to do that will keep a veterinarian away.

d. They do not accept hours where you took your animal to the vet.

2. Variety of experiences.  Not only do they want you to have experience with what a veterinarian does, but they want you to have a variety of experiences.  We want you to have 300 hours of experience with a vet total in at least three categories.  The maximum number of points you can get in any one category is achieved with 100 hours. The categories are: small animal, large animal, equine, other animal and public health 

3. Veterinarian letters of recommendation.  You need at least one letter of recommendation from a veterinarian.  I would like you to get to know at least three (preferably four) well enough that they would write letters of recommendation for you.  If they have various areas of specialization, that would be even better

4. Communication.  Take advantage of opportunities to improve your communication skills.  This includes public speaking, writing and listening.  You will show your skills in your application, and your face-to face interview.  Have someone you trust review your essays in your application.  Avoid misspellings, etc.

5. Keep Three Folders. In each folder put evidences that you have: 1) leadership capabilities; 2) a variety of interests; and 3) Diversity.  Make copies of certificates, awards, letters, as well as written notes reminding you of pertinent events and activities.  This includes high school and college experiences. 

a. Leadership.  You might have been an officer in a club, organized an activity for your school, church or club.  Perhaps you were captain of your sports team

b. Variety of interests.  When you get stressed, do you have some activity you can go do to de-stress?  Activities might include sports, jogging, music, theatre, outdoor activities, etc.

c. Diversity.  Even if you are not an ethnic minority, you can get points for such things as knowing another language, traveling outside the USA, working with minorities, perhaps on a sports team, at work, or in some other setting. Think about what makes you unique.  Add something interesting here and you may get extra points (your love for animals is not unique).
Why keep a journal and folders?  When you apply for vet school, you will need to fill out an application that is more than 50 pages long.  By organizing the information in the folder and journal information, you will be able to fill out most of it.
6. Course load.  We want you to take a fairly heavy class load during the first years of school.  Note on the back of the curriculum sheet we want you to take at least 15 credits most semesters.
7. Last three semesters GPA.  They give points for higher GPA during the last three semesters, so we back off just a bit toward the end, to help you to get a higher GPA then.

8. Physical Sciences.  Your grades in physical science classes count heavily.  We want to challenge you, but we do not want to bury you in hard classes.  We consider chemistry, physics, math and biology to be “hard classes.”  We want to spread these classes out, usually not giving you more than two in any given semester (see the back of the curriculum sheet).
Pre-vet Curriculum sheet. This outlines the classes you will need to take to prepare you for entrance into vet school.  The top section shows the classes required to fill the University Studies requirement (general education) of the university.  Bold-face classes, are required.  The rest of them are recommended or are helpful for strengthening your application.

Another Major.  Since pre-vet medicine is a pre-professional program, you cannot graduate in pre-vet medicine. In fact, you can get into vet school without graduation, just meet the requirements.  We strongly recommend having a second major that complements it.  These include Animal Science, Chemistry or Biology.  Any of the three will be fine.  If you choose Animal Science, we will substitute your extra classes for many of the business classes, so you can graduate in about 120 hours.

STATISTICS (from class entering-2010)

In-state Applicants:  60 accepted from 122 qualified applicants 


Out-of-state Applicants: 60 accepted from 809 qualified applicants

77 Percent were women and 23 percent men

98 had bachelor’s/MS degrees and 17 did not have a degree, 5 had MS degree

Average ACT



28
Average GPA



3.68
Average Missouri Resident GPA
3.52

Last three semester GPA

3.72

Average Course Load


15.75

Average GRE



1125/4.3 (most take GRE)

Average New GRE


305
MCAT




23

Average age



23


Of successful applicants 102 applied once, 15 two times and 3 more than two times

Average Cost per year (resident): 1) $30,405  2) $33,886  3)  $34,680  4)  $33,948
From Southeast, 6 applied, 5 were accepted (3 to UMC,1 to the University of Illinois, 1 to Ross’ University)

One will re-apply next year and should get in
